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Memorandum

 
         

 Date: September 17, 2004 

To: Members of the Marine Advisory Commission 

From: Mark A. Sandoval, Manager of Marinas and Beaches 

Subject: MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 9, 2004  
MARINE ADVISORY COMMISSION (MAC)

 
 
Commissioners Present    Marine Bureau Personnel 
 
Richard L. Miller, Chair    Mark Sandoval, Manager, Marine Bureau 
Bradley Whyte, Vice Chair    Doug Parsons, Superintendent, Marine Bureau 
Mike Reed      Vivian Crook, Secretary, Marine Bureau 
Holly Carpenter       
Harry Hutton      City Staff  
Randy Crawford       
David Calhoun     Jeff Edwards, Supt., Marine Maint. 
       Mark Boone, Chief, Marine Safety, LBFD  
       Tom Keleher, LBPD Sergeant, Marine Patrol  
       Sue Prell, Sergeant, Marine Patrol 
Commissioners Absent    Dave Akins, Marine Patrol Officer 

Avonne Gravel, Admin.Analyst, 3rd Dist. 
Mike Malbon       Lisa Berglund, Admin.Analyst, 3rd Dist. 
Peter Hogenson     Robert Lafoon-Villegas, Admin.Analyst, 2nd Dist. 
       Geoffrey Hall, Special Projects Officer 

Greg Answlene, Intern 
Drew Satariano, Recreation Commissioner  

 Peggy Preacely, Project Coordinator, Health Dept. 
Bridget Saltzman, Health Dept. 
Judith Luong, Health Dept. 
     

       Guests 
       
       Amy Bently-Smith, Grunion Gazette 
       Joe Segura, Press Telegram 

Don Cobleigh, LBMBOA 
Carl Kirnbauer, LBMBOA 
Larry Goodhue  
Justin Rudd 
Ted Kuhn  
Bill Sexton  
Marty Sexton  
Jim Walker 
Nancy Buchanan 
William Sheelan 
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Chairman Miller convened the meeting at 2:30 p.m., at the Long Beach Yacht Club. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Mark Sandoval called the roll of commissioners and introduced Marine Bureau personnel.  Mark 
recognized Robert Lafoon-Villegas of Councilman Baker’s office, and Avonne Gravel and Lisa 
Berglund of Councilman Colonna’s office. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
The August 12, 2004, MAC minutes were reviewed and approved with a correction on page four, third 
paragraph from the bottom to read: “Chairman Miller said….”  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
• Geoff Hall gave a review of the power point presentation on a proposal for smoke free beaches 

that was shown at the “town hall” meeting held on September 2, 2004.  The meeting was 
organized by the City and overseen by the MAC.  He talked about the pros of a smoke free beach, 
noted other beaches where the smoking ban is now in place, explained the beach policy, and 
where smoking would and would not be allowed.  He also talked about enforcement, fines, 
signage, and education.    

 
Mark Sandoval said that there were about 25 people present at that meeting, and that they had 
expressed their desire for the City to go forward with the ban for two main reasons: litter and 
health issues. 
 
A resident and small business owner requested that the Belmont Pier be included in the smoking 
ban.  She also commented that teenagers hangout at the beach and felt that a good example 
should be set for teens. 
 
Another resident stated they were in favor of an ordinance against smoking, but were against 
assigning a designated area where smoking would be allowed.   
 
Mark Sandoval remarked that the smoking ban would cover the whole beach, that staff did not 
suggest any designated smoking areas.   
 
A man who once lived in Long Beach commented that cigarette butts do not disintegrate, and that 
they are too small to be picked up by machines. 
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A doctor commented that if a smoking ban were imposed it would help the fight against addiction. 
 
A man commented that he felt a smoking ban would be important in terms of protecting the 
environment.  

 
Commissioner Hutton remarked he felt there would be a “leak in system” if smoking were to be 
allowed during special events held on the beach. 
 
Mark Sandoval said that the ordinance would need to be consistent, i.e., alcohol is allowed in 
certain special event venues. 
 
Commissioner Reed commented that enforcement is an issue.  He remarked that self-
enforcement has not worked in the dog beach area.  
 
Mark Sandoval said that the intention is not to have overt enforcement, but self-enforcement. 
 
Peggy Preacely said that there is a law in place now that does not allow smoking near tot lots in 
parks.  She said that the power of signage works. 
 
Commissioner Crawford, remarked that there is a litter law in place now.  He said that he does not 
want Lifeguards or Marine Patrol Officers to be required to enforce the ban. 
 
Sergeant Keleher was asked and stated that the Marine Patrol Division is short personnel as it is, 
and that enforcing a no smoking ban on the beach would be low on the priority list for Marine 
Patrol Officers. 
 
Mark Sandoval agreed that enforcement by Marine Patrol Officers and Lifeguards would be a low 
priority.  He said he could not envision a Lifeguard coming down from a stand to issue a warning 
or writing a ticket to someone for smoking on the beach; they would be concentrating on other 
issues. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Hutton that the MAC accept the smoking ban as proposed 
by the City, with the change that restaurants, filming, and permitted events be included in 
the ban.  The motion failed for lack of a second. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Reed and seconded by Commissioner Hutton that the 
smoking ban go forward as proposed by City staff.  The motion was not supported and 
failed by a vote of six to one. 

 
Chairman Miller commended Geoff Hall and his staff on their outstanding work done on the 
smoking ban proposal.   
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• Geoff Hall reported that the pilot program for the dog beach will expire on October 1.  He gave a 

report of infractions by users; the most significant being more than one dog per owner and dogs 
outside the dog zone.  He remarked that the majority of people know the rules, but choose not to 
follow them.  A number of incident reports included several occurrences of dogs chasing or 
aggressively approaching people, dogs crossing the bike path and causing injury to a bicyclist, 
and dogs attacking other dogs.  A number of residents expressed their concerns regarding the 
health risks of dog waste and unleashed dogs.  Tetra Tech performed a public health risk 
assessment, reviewing Lifeguard monitoring records, Animal Control records, Beach Maintenance 
records, water quality and sand samples.  Tetra Tech found no discernable difference between 
the environmental quality of the dog zone and the rest of the beach. 
 
Geoff Hall also reported that volunteer participation was envisioned to help educate users, 
however this did not occur.  Only a few volunteers have provided most of the volunteer effort.  A 
larger volunteer base is essential to the successful operation of the dog zone. 
 
Geoff Hall stated that PRM staff is recommending that the dog zone, as currently designed, be 
made a permanent recreational opportunity, with the provision that the Director of PRM have the 
ability to suspend or alter the dog zone if required.  In addition, staff is also recommending a 
formal enforcement program be developed with the issuance of citations without increased cost to 
the City, with no increased costs to the City, and that patrons take on greater responsibility for the 
successful operation of the dog zone. 
 
Mark Sandoval said that the City has been trying to enhance beach use and, after many years of 
trying to enhance beach use, decided to give the dog zone an opportunity. 

 
Fred Khammar stated that over the past 16 years, he has run various concessions on the beaches 
in Long Beach.  He said that the Granada area was dead, but now with the dog zone in place, he 
has seen a surge in beach use.   
 
A gentleman from the audience recommended that play equipment be installed to enhance the 
beach instead of using the area for a dog zone.  He said that he has observed a large number of 
people not picking up after their pets.  He said that untreated pet sewage is not good for anyone. 
 
Geoff Hall said that some users are not picking up after their dogs, but that some people are 
picking up after their own dogs and others.  He said that new signage is needed to indicate 
boundaries.  He is recommending increasing volunteer participation and enforcement, and will 
work with Animal Control, Marine Patrol, Lifeguards, and Park Rangers to write citations for 
infractions.  Also, he will look to dog patrons to help contribute towards the cost of the 
enforcement of the area. 
 
Commissioner Reed remarked that possibly the pilot program should be extended for a year. 
 
It was moved by Vice Chairman Whyte and seconded by Commissioner Carpenter that the 
MAC approve staff’s recommendation, that the ordinance regarding the Dog Zone continue 
indefinitely with the proviso that the volunteers do as much as they can to keep it under 
control, and with the understanding that the Director of Parks Recreation and Marine has 
the ability to change it or suspend it.  The motion passed unanimously 
 
Chairman Miller requested a regular report to the MAC regarding the Dog Zone.  
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BUREAU MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
Marina Operations Report 
 
Doug Parsons gave the report for the Marine Bureau Major Accomplishments, the Activity Report for 
ABM/LBSM, and the Total Vessels In and Out by Marina for the month of August.   
 
• Doug Parsons reported that DBAW is under the Resources Agency, along with the Coastal 

Commission and Parks, Recreation.  Usually, DBAW gets a total of about $280 million to cover 
nine different functions, part of which goes to the loan program (public and private).  The 
California Performance Review (CPR) Committee has proposed the creation of a Department of 
Infrastructure.  DBAW would then become a division, not a department.   

 
Doug Parsons asked that a letter be created and signed by the MAC, letting the CPR know that 
the integrity of the boaters tax monies needs to be protected. 
 
Mark Sandoval asked if emails from boatowners carry the same weight as a letter from the MAC. 
 
Doug Parsons responded that a MAC resolution carries a lot of weight, however each individual 
correspondence would be counted. 
 
Commissioner Reed said that this is a very crucial issue, and that City projects could be in 
jeopardy.  He concurred that a letter from the MAC should be sent to the CPR, and 
recommendation be made to the City Council that they also respond in like. 
 
Mark Sandoval said that he would put together a draft for the MAC’s review, and will also put an 
article in the Marina Reader encouraging boaters to write a letter and sending emails to the CPR 
regarding this issue. 
 
Doug Parsons outlined issues that are unresolved by the present California Performance Review 
concerning DBAW: 
 
1. Protecting the current revenue of the DBAW to flow directly to the Division of Boating and 

Waterways in full. 
2. Maintaining the Boating and Waterways Commission, and that DBAW would stay in tact and 

that it would continue to be their role to determine what happens to these funds, in a public 
forum. 

3. Protecting the currently approved DBAW Commission loan projects to proceed with the 
completion of the approved loan program without delay.   

 
• Doug Parsons reported that the notice to proceed with the LBSM rebuild has been given, and the 

Marine Bureau is now informing boatowners on specified docks that they will need to move to 
gangways DD and EE, beginning December 10  through 23.   
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Maintenance Operations Report 
 
Ron McIntosh gave the Marine Maintenance status report for the month of August.   
 
• 331 requests for service were completed during the month of August. 
• The utility trenching and asphalt repairs have been completed at the Rowing Center. 
• The new concrete monument signs have been received for Belmont Plaza Pool, the Pete Archer 

Rowing Center, and the Dunster Marine Biological Reserve. 
• Chairman Miller remarked that he received assurance from Phil Hester that all issues that fall 

within the MAC’s purview (beaches/marinas) would come before them for review. 
• Commissioner Reed asked if the debris boom was in use now.  Mark Sandoval said that the boom 

was used only in winter during storm season because it closes the Rainbow  Harbor. 
• Commissioner Crawford asked what is being used to deter birds from roosting in trees.  

Ron McIntosh responded that deflectors are used on light poles, but that nothing is used in the 
trees. 

 
Marine Safety Report 
 
Lifeguard Chief Mark Boone gave the Marine Safety status report for the month of August.   
 
• A recent report for Labor Day recorded 120 rescues over a three-day period. 
 
• There were no drownings or near drownings to report. 
 
• The Rescue Boat Operator’s exam should be finalized by September 1, 2004. 
 
• The Junior Lifeguard program is concluded for the season. 
 
• Chairman Miller mentioned an article he had read regarding the dangers of “teak surfing,” and 

asked if Lifeguards have encountered any problems with this issue.  Chief Boone stated that he 
has not encountered nor heard of any problems regarding “teak surfing.” 

 
• Commissioner Reed stated that friends of his complained to him about boaters speeding in the 

area of Sorrento Drive, Appian Way, and the 2nd Street Bridge.  He said that the 5mph speed limit 
is being ignored, and that it should be lowered to 3mph. 

 
Chief Boone said that he is in that area almost every day, and has spoken to RBOs regarding 
monitoring this area more closely. 
 
Mark Sandoval stated that last year the Naples neighborhood group gave the PRM recommended 
signage, which was implemented this year.   
 
Chief Boone said that a City ordinance would be required to lower the speed limit in that area.  He 
said that when Lifeguards are present, people keep their speed down; but as soon as the rescue 
boats leave the area, boaters speed up again.   
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• Chairman Miller mentioned that the buoy line system in the channel needs repair.   
 

Chief Boone said that he would look into the situation. 
 
• Commissioner Reed asked if Duffy boats were allowed to park in the green section of the public 

dock at Alamitos Bay Landing when not in use.  He said he has seen two to three boats stored 
there.  He said that he saw a rental boat moored there, and the person told him that the owner 
who runs the Duffy shop gave him permission to park it there. 

 
Mark Sandoval said that the green area is for loading or unloading only.  He said that he would 
talk to the owner of the Duffy shop about this issue.   

 
Marine Patrol Report 
 
LBPD Sergeant Tom Keleher reported on Marine Patrol activities for the month of August. 
 
• There were six vacancies in the Division, but there are now five vacancies.  Due to budget cuts, 

one position was lost. 
 
• Commissioner Reed asked why “Officer Initiated Contacts” were down in the LBSM. 
 

Sergeant Keleher replied that it was due to Division being down six officers, hence, less patrolling, 
and less contact. 

 
Executive MAC 
 
• All items covered. 
 
Operations Committee 
 
• All items covered. 
 
Facilities Committee 
 
Commissioner Reed reported on Facilities Committee issues: 
 
• Commissioner Reed stated that Public Service has a form for project dates that they do not 

always complete.  He asked that a letter from MAC be drafted recommending that there be an 
assurance that these forms be completed, that all projects be tracked from beginning to end, and 
that management staff be held responsible at the time of completion. 
 
Chairman Miller asked that Commissioner Reed draft a letter to be reviewed by the MAC 

 
Mark Sandoval said that he would provide the MAC with periodic updates on the status of the 
rebuild. 

 
Doug Parsons passed out a schedule of dates for the progress of the rebuild. 
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COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
 
None  

       
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
None 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m.  The next meeting is set for October 14, 2004, at 2:30 p.m. 
 
cc: Phil T. Hester, Director of Parks, Recreation and Marine 

City Clerk  


